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Love is Activism
As in years past, we entered the academic year with an
intentional focus that will help to guide all of our efforts in
the Pride Center. Our focus for 2022-2023 is themed
around LOVE IS ACTIVISM. We kicked off our intentional
focus by reading All About Love: New Visions written by
bell hooks. Throughout the text, hooks discusses notions of
love and how we can engage in the work of love. One
message that has stuck with me reads "When we choose
to love, we choose to move against fear - against alienation
and separation. The choice to love is a choice to connect -
to find ourselves in the other." 

We partnered with the Lehigh ADVANCE Center for Women STEM Faculty on a series of events  
highlighting a new book titled Queering STEM Culture in US Higher Education. We hosted
book discussions with queer students and allies to discuss support for queer populations in
STEM fields/industries and hosted one of the editors of the book, Dr. Kelly Cross, for a keynote.

Our student staff, led by our Associate Director, Ariel Torres and our Coordinator, Mel Kitchen,
planned an incredible Pride-A-Palooza event featuring community joy, love, and community
building. Sharing in queer joy is an act of love and activisim! 

We worked with Meg Munley in the Student Affairs Assessment Office to discuss findings from
the Life at Lehigh survey which showed some concerns for LGBTQIA+ student outcomes. We
are a data-driven space and are using this data to inform our practice. 

On a personal note, my husband and I adopted a child and were able to take Parental Leave
under the new Parental Leave policy at Lehigh! Just a year ago I would not have been able to
take any form of paid leave for the adoption of a child. We are changing strucutres as part of
our Love is Activism efforts!

Our coordinator in the Pride Center, Mel Kitchen, shared her own 
reflection on LOVE IS ACTIVISM at the beginning of this year and it 
shaped our work this semester. She shared: "We view the word love as a verb. It requires us to
recognize and respond and to act. We must speak the word love into existence in order to be the
change we want to see in the world. It is not passive. It is not sentimental. It is bold. It must be
named. It must be lived."

Here are a few ways that I have seen LOVE IS ACTIVISM play out in our efforts at Lehigh during the
2022-2023 academic year:

These highlight just a small fraction of how I saw Love is Activism at play in our work the past year.

Please continue reading our report for additional information about our efforts in the Pride Center
at Lehigh University. 

In Pride & Solidarity, 

Scott Burden (he/him)
Director, Pride Center



Pride Center Events, Programs, & Initiatives

Creating Change 2023
$4,500

Event Cosponsorships
$6,715

Professional Development
$3,993

Community & Staff Support
$3,000

Operations
$3,359

Staff Salaries
$18,907Emergency Grants

$3,938

University Operating Budget
$20,000

Gift Account Supplement
$17,250

ODI&E Supplement
$8,000

Anticipated University Cosponsorships
$5,000

11 paid
undergraduate

student staff
and support

space leaders

By the Numbers
Total 22-23 Fiscal Year
Expenditures: $49,472

2022-2023 
Annual Budget: $50,250

Remaining Annual Budget: $778

100+
individual

uses of our
food pantry

Seven
student
interns

30 student
organization

events
supported: 

11 Spectrum
events

10 SPEAK
workshops 

9 oSTEM events

91 total
events/initiatives

hosted:

26 educational
workshops/activites

8 new student
orientation activities 

30 community
building events 

6 Fierce Film Friday
screenings

Four students and one staff
member heading to Creating

Change in February 2023

200 graduate
students,
staff, and

faculty
participated
in an LUally

training

Three student
support spaces:
TGNC, BPFQ, &

QTPOC

6,360 participants in Pride Center related activities,
approximately 2,000 unique participants



Education & Advocacy
Transgender and Non-binary 

Advocacy Committee
This committee was established in the fall of 2022 to

advocate, uplift, and center the voices of trans and non-
binary populations to ensure that the Pride Center and

Lehigh University are supporting, advocating, and meeting
the needs of transgender, gender non-conforming, non-
binary, and/or gender expansive communities at Lehigh.

In the Spring 2023, the committee has worked with the
Lehigh Health and Wellness Center (HWC) to advocate for

better gender affirming care on campus. They also
successfully advocated for the HWC to continue HRT

treatment for our students with the hope of HWC helping to
start HRT treatment in the Fall of 2023.

Strategic Planning: Our Future, Our Lehigh | Lehigh for Everyone
In the Summer of 2022, Lehigh began a new strategic visioning process led by the President,

Provost, and Vice President for Strategic Initiatives, Chris Cook. Our Director, Scott Burden, was
asked to serve as a member of the Lehigh User Experience working group tasked to improve the
overall Lehigh user-experience. Lehigh moved from the visioning phase into the implementation
phase of the new Lehigh Strategic Plan where our center is supporting the pillar of a Lehigh for

Everyone being led by our Vice President of Equity and Community, Dr. Donald Outing.

Faculty and Staff Pride
Network Leadership

Team Expansion

In an effort to increase our
support for Lehigh faculty and

staff, the Faculty and Staff
Pride Network (FSPN)

expanded their leadership
team to seven faculty and staff

members across campus. 

This group plans networking
events, advocates for inclusive

policies and practices, and
promotes retention efforts for
LGBTQIA+ faculty and staff at

Lehigh University.

Chosen Name and 
Gender Identity Working Group

This group includes our Director, Scott Burden and our Associate
Director, Ariel Torres. Partners across LTS, OIRSA, and Enrollment

Services are working to ensure that a person's chosen name
shows up correctly in university databases and we are working
to collect better demographic information regarding gender

and sexuality for our students, staff, and faculty.

In the Spring of 2023, the group identified final steps for the
project which include an automatic update and notification
process when community members submit a chosen name

update to the university. This automated process ensures
consistency across the university and an ease of access for the

user experience. 























7/21/22              LUally for Mech E. Dept.
8/12/22              First-Year Writing TA Workshop
8/15/22              Gryphon ODIE Panel 
8/15/22              OFYE Family Orientation Send-Off
8/17/22              OL Training
8/17/22              LUSSI Meet the ODI&E Team
8/17/22              LUSSI Welcome BBQ
8/17/22              Graduate Student Life Orientation Resource Fair
8/18/22              Faculty Chairs Orientation
8/18/22              Orientation Health, Wellness, & Safety Fair
8/18/22              Family Orientation Resource Fair
8/19/22              OFYE Campus Resource Tour
8/20/22             OFYE Orientation DIE Session
8/21/22              Lehigh Valley Pride
8/21/22              Sunday ODIE Orientation Session
8/24/22             Fall Club Expo
8/31/22              ROCK the Block
9/8/22               Study Abroad Fair Tabling
9/16/22              Fierce Film Fridays
9/19/22              Education w/Purpose Student Staff Discussion
9/20/22             LUally Discussion MGT 363 - Dr. Michelle Washington
9/23/22             Big Queer Lunch
9/23/22             RCEAS All Faculty Meeting - Allyship Discussion 
10/12/22            Lehigh Women Engineers Fall Reunion Tabling
10/12/22            Queering STEM LGBTQIA+ Book Discussion 
10/13/22            Banned Books Lunch and Learn - STEPS 101
10/17/22            Queering STEM Ally Book Discussion
10/19/22            Out in STEM Speaker/Events
10/19/22            Poetry Night
10/20/22           LUally w/Eastern PA Trans Equity: 
                          Anti-LGBTQ+ Legislation and the Legislative Process
10/21/22            Fierce Film Fridays - Bride of Frankenstein 
10/27/22           IRIS Cohort Meeting #1
10/28/22           Booqueer Lunch 
11/3/22              Creative Writing Workshop
11/4/22              Queer Representation in Comics Lunch and Learn
11/7/22              Queer Board Games
11/10/22            LUally: Advanced Journalism w/Professor De Maio
11/11/22             UCPS Case Conference
11/11/22             LGBTQ Spirituality Panel
11/11/22             FSPN Galatea Performance & Afterparty
11/16/22            LUally w/Eastern PA Trans Equity: 
                         Yes, you can become and LGBTQ advocate!
11/17/22            Teacher Development Series: Inclusive Classrooms 
11/18/22            LUally Health Center
11/18/22            Fierce Film Fridays
11/20/22           Queer Spirituality pre-holiday Student Retreat
11/28/22           COH Graduate Seminar: DEI at Lehigh
11/30/22           IRIS Cohort Meeting #2
12/1/22             FSPN Pride Skate Night at the Steelstacks
12/2/22            FSPN/FSCN End-of-year-Celebration
12/6/22            Big Queer Cookies and HomoCocoa

Summer/Fall 2022
Programs & Events



2/8/2023           Pride Night at Lehigh Women's Basketball Game
2/11/2023          Pride Night at LVPhantoms Hockey Game
2/15/2023         oSTEM Egg Drop Part 1
2/16/2023         Spectrum Speed Friending
2/16/2023         Creating Change Conference
2/22/2023        oSTEM Egg Drop Part 2
2/24/2023        Fierce Film Friday w/ Spectrum
2/25/2023        Sandy Denton LAPA Mixer
3/1/2023           oSTEM Egg Drop Part 3
3/3/2023          FSPN/FSCN Walking Campus Tour & Happy Hour
3/4/2023          Marcon Institute - Radical Love Conference
3/4/2023          Marcon Institute - Radical Love Conference
3/6/2023          LUally w/Res Life Part #1
3/7/2023          LUally w/Peer Health Advisors
3/7-3/17           Out on Campus Archive Project Exhibit Opening Night
3/9/2023         Out on Campus Archive Project Exhibit Opening Night
3/9/2023         LUally Cusmano Class Visit
3/20/2023       LUally w/Res Life Part #2
3/21/2023        LUAlly Foundations
3/24/2023       Fierce Film Friday - Margarita With A Straw
3/31/2023        TDOV Cupcakes at The Flag Pole
3/31/2023        Pride Shabbat
4/2/2023         Queer Spirituality Spring Retreat
4/3/2023         LUally w/AdviseLU
4/4/2023         FSPN Happy Hour
4/4/2023         Queer Art Making Therapy
4/5/2023         HWC PrEP and HPV Event
4/7/2023         oSTEM x LAD Art Night
4/13/2023        Gender Diversity in Indiginous Communities
4/15/2023        Spectrum Drag Show
4/17/2023        Student Focus Group
4/18/2023        LUally - Lunch & Learn
4/18/2023        IRIS Cohort Meeting
4/18/2023        oSTEM Graduate Student Panel
4/19/2023        Giving Day
4/19/2023        Amending Allentown Archive Exhibit Opening
4/21/2023        Pride-A-Palooza
4/27/2023       Take Pride
4/28/2023       May Day Event
5/4/2023         Red Dress Project
5/9/2023         Big Queer Final Exams Cookies & Coffee

Winter/Spring 2023
Programs & Events


